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Mark Forsyth : The Unknown Unknown: Bookshops and the delight of not getting what you wanted  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Unknown Unknown: 
Bookshops and the delight of not getting what you wanted: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The little gem hidden in the cornerBy Mackthe KnifeI never heard 
of the author, I did not find the book in my little bookshop around the corner, but on my smartphone, on the Kindle 
app. So this was an unknown unknown book, until laid it on a kind of electronic table to find, or not. I bought a few 
more of Mr Forsyth"s books, I just like his style, his wit, his knowledge about the English language.I told my favorite 
bookshop keeper to read this and enjoy it. And he did. And now I hope that he will/put some poetry on one of his 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00KCJYZ5A


tables.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. What a wonderful bookBy TomSThis author uses words 
wonderfully. The book was the length of a blog post but I think it will be considered one of my best purchases. Going 
to buy the rest of his books now.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The Unknown Unknown Book 
Shop ExperienceBy Nichole LongIt was a pretty good essay. It was based on Donald Rumsfeld's "unknown unknown" 
speech. Forsyth related that idea to the experience of the perfectly romantic and ideal book shop experience. 
According to Forsyth, the perfect book shop hunt results in an "unknown unknown" book - the book you would have 
never known you would love.It was an okay read - not remarkable - but I understood what Forsyth was getting at.

Mark Forsyth ndash; author of the Sunday Times Number One bestseller The Etymologicon ndash; reveals in this 
essay, specially commissioned for Independent Booksellers Week, the most valuable thing about a really good 
bookshop. Along the way he considers the wisdom of Donald Rumsfeld, naughty French photographs, why Elizabeth 
Bennet and Mr Darcy would never have met online, and why only a bookshop can give you that precious thing ndash; 
what you never knew you were looking for.

About the AuthorMark Forsyth is a blogger and author whose books have made him one of the UK's best-known 
commentators on words. His book The Etymologicon was a Sunday Times Number One bestseller and was followed 
by the similarly successful The Horologicon and The Elements of Eloquence. Follow Mark on Twitter @inkyfool 


