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Gordon Thorburn : The Pocket Guide to Pubs and their History  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Pocket Guide to Pubs and their History: 

Is there really a pub called The Toad Rock Retreat? Which one town has the pubs with both the longest and the 
shortest names? How many Lions, Crowns and Horses are there? How many pubs are called The Speculation, The 
Triple Plea, The Welcome Stranger? Why would you give your pub a name like The Geese Have Gone Over The 
Water? The author, in his valiant attempt to answer these and many other questions, has produced a book which is 
surely essential reading.What exactly is a pub? What should pubs be like? Why do we think that way? Is there a 
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perfect pub? Can we imagine one that nobody would ever go in? Who does go in pubs, and why, and for what? Where 
is the straightest pub crawl? So, how did we get where we are, and where do we go from here? Whether it's to The 
King's Head, The Queen's Arms, The Three Legs or The Eel's Foot, be sure to take this book with you.

About the AuthorGordon Thorburn is the legitimate child of Hrothgar Toslash;rbjorn, Swedish air ace, whose Volvo 
night fighter was mistakenly shot down over Dewsbury. Hrothgar sold his parachute and married Ivy Milburn, a 
Geordie ice-cream girl and exotic-dance understudy, in a private ceremony at Leeds City Varieties. As a boy, Gordon 
was keen to be a bought ledger clerk with the Assembly of the Free Churches of Scotland but his father wanted him to 
be a poet or sculptor. As a compromise, Gordon enrolled at the Kirkstall Lane Temperance College to learn black-
pudding knotting. He supplemented this with a course in participle dangling then ran away to London to be indentured 
to the advertising legend S H Benson, gent., as an infinitive splitter (hot metal). After two years' trying to think of a 
different way of saying 'Guinness is good for you', Gordon joined McCann Erickson where he became known as 'The 
Nine out of Ten Copywriter'. Phrases he coined there included 'The Esso sign appertains to happy motoring', 'A 
Double Diamond works quite well considering', 'Oh, Bisto', 'Hardly anything acts faster than Anadin' and 'I'd like to 
buy the world a Jennings of Cockermouth'. Gordon lived in Suffolk for fifteen years but became dismayed by a large 
number of Essex people moving in and erecting fibreglass Victorian street lamps in their gardens. After ten years in 
Appleby-in-Westmorland smallholding and good-lifing, he's now back in Suffolk with his wife Sue, working on 
several new books. See also www.gordonthorburn.co.uk 


