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Richard Wiswall : The Organic Farmer's Business Handbook: A Complete Guide to Managing Finances, 
Crops, and Staff - and Making a Profit  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised The Organic Farmer's Business Handbook: A Complete Guide to Managing Finances, Crops, and 
Staff - and Making a Profit: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Good information but it's not about organic farmingBy Philip 
HopkinsI bought this book at a pretty high price looking for some advice about profitability unique to organic farming. 
Unfortunately the title is misleading in that regard. The book is about the business aspect of farming in general and the 
author throws in the word organic now and then. For example, I would like to know about the costs specific to 
purchasing OMRI approved products for pest and disease control, none of which were mentioned.The author goes a 
little far afield in writing of accounting methods, investing and estate planning. Useful to know but there are plenty of 
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really good books on those subjects.The book has some useful pearls but nothing unique.It's well written and a good 
read but it's not the best resource for somebody looking to start an organic farm.And the price is much higher than that 
for comparable books, especially when you buy the kindle version and don't get the companion CD.2 of 2 people 
found the following review helpful. Start here! Before you plant!By Judith ChallisHere you have the nuts and bolts no 
one tells you about. From figuring out your vision and what you want out of life to balancing your profit and loss this 
book covers it all. It is also very readable. Many books that address the practical aspects of life put you to sleep before 
you can glean much information from them, but not this one.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Must 
haveBy DalekClear, concise. Touches on subjects most other farming/market gardening books do not, which is serious 
finances and farming for profit. Breaks the paradigm that farmers don't make any money. Covers administrative work, 
labor, production efficiencies, defining goals, and overall execution. A must have.

Contrary to popular belief, a good living can be made on an organic farm. Whatrsquo;s required is farming smarter, 
not harder.In The Organic Farmerrsquo;s Business Handbook, Richard Wiswall shares advice on how to make your 
vegetable production more efficient, better manage your employees and finances, and turn a profit. From his twenty-
seven years of experience at Cate Farm in Vermont, Wiswall knows firsthand the joys of starting and operating an 
organic farmmdash;as well as the challenges of making a living from one. Farming offers fundamental satisfaction 
from producing food, working outdoors, being onersquo;s own boss, and working intimately with nature. But, 
unfortunately, many farmers avoid learning about the business end of farming; because of this, they often work harder 
than they need to, or quit farming altogether because of frustratingmdash;and often avoidablemdash;losses.In this 
comprehensive business kit, Wiswall covers:Step-by-step procedures to make your crop production more 
efficientAdvice on managing employees, farm operations, and office systemsNovel marketing strategiesWhat to do 
with your profits: business spending, investing, and planning for retirementA companion CD offers valuable business 
tools, including easy-to-use spreadsheets for projecting cash flow, a payroll calculator, comprehensive crop budgets 
for forty different crops, and tax planners.

"Generous, unique, and comprehensive - this book will help every farmer to better set goals, reach those goals, and 
improve their bottom line!"--Ela Chapin, Program Director, Vermont Farm Viability Enhancement Program "What a 
breath of fresh air! Richard Wiswall challenges the conventional notion that there's no real money in farming. He 
argues that farmers should be well-compensated, and then he shows how to make that happen. Every farmer--organic 
or not, beginner or experienced--should read this book."--Lynn Byczynski, editor and publisher of Growing for 
Market, a journal of news and ideas for local food producers "Many people become organic farmers because they love 
growing crops and working the land, but truth be told that's often the easy part. Richard Wiswall's book provides 
practical, real-world guidance for dealing with the hard part: the business of farming."--Vern Grubinger, Vegetable 
and Berry Specialist, University of Vermont Extension "Here is a call to 'wake up and smell the pencil shavings!'--that 
a sharp pencil (and the ability to use it) is an essential tool for every farmer's toolbox. Farmers old and new will find 
great practical benefit from Wiswall's book."--Andrew Brait, Full Belly Farm, Guinda, CA"How could anyone hope to 
produce a business guidebook useful to one of the most diverse, independent, even contrary groups of people on earth? 
This essential book is overdue! While the principles have been around for some time, this is the first they have been 
assimilated and tested so successfully."--Ed Martsolf, Petit Jean Farm, Morrilton, Arkansas "Richard Wiswall has 
given us a finely tuned handbook to run a profitable organic farm. Most farmers love the growing part but dread the 
business end, and suffer financially for it. This is a book that I will recommend to ANY farmer regardless of how long 
he or she has been in business. There are a lot of hard-learned lessons contained within that will help avoid reinventing 
the wheel, as so many of us have."--Mark Wheeler, Pacific Botanicals LLC, Grants Pass, ORAbout the AuthorRichard 
Wiswall started Cate Farm in East Montpelier, Vermont, where he has farmed since 1981. Known for his work on 
farm profitability and appropriate business tools, Wiswall consults with other farmers, and writes and speaks 
frequently on organic-farm business issues. He is the author of book The Organic Farmerrsquo;s Business Handbook 
and Business Advice for Organic Farmers, a practical workshop available on DVD. To learn more about Wiswall and 
Cate Farm, visit www.catefarm.com. 


