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Marina Gorbis: The Nature of the Future: Dispatches from the Socialstructed World before purchasing itin
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised The Nature of the Future: Dispatches from the
Socialstructed World:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. not my kind of logicBy Martin at SilflayMaybe my left-brain mind
isjust too rigid, but | found the basic thesis of the book unconvincing. Y es, non-financial motivations are important,
and yes, Drucker did say very positive things about how to manage volunteers successfully. But | don't think there's
anything wrong with increasing material value, and | think the real transformation is more likely to be driven by


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B007EDOSWW

Singularity-type exponential tech advances rather than areturn to a gift economy. Exponential tech will drive huge
social transformation, but not, | suspect, in this direction.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A bright
future requires that we address grim negative macro trendsBy derek yachEasy to read engaging look into the future.
Would have like more rigor showing which projections have a pretty solid probability of happening and will impact
both on technologies, communities and most neglected- sustainable development. Demographic trends, trendsin
environmental factors, political instability and erosion of governance are macro issues that were neglected in favor of
advances that may well benefit a shrinking proportion of the world.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful.
Five StarsBy docaneal @aol.coml loved this book. A must read for those leading in large organizations!

A renowned futurist offers avision of areinvented world. Large corporations, big governments, and other centralized
organizations have long determined and dominated the way we work, access healthcare, get an education, feed
ourselves, and generally go about our lives. The economist Ronald Coase, in his famous 1937 paper |dquo; The Nature
of the Firm,rdquo; provided an economic explanation for this. Organizations lowered transaction costs, making the
provision of goods and services cheap, efficient, and reliable. Today, this organizational advantage israpidly
disappearing. The Internet is lowering transaction costsmdash;costs of connection, coordination, and trademdash;and
pointing to afuture that increasingly favors distributed sources and social solutions to some of our most immediate
needs and our most intractable problems. As Silicon Valley thought-leader Marina Gorbis, head of the Institute for the
Future, portrays, athriving new relationship-driven or socialstructed economy is emerging in which individuals are
harnessing the powers of new technologiesto join together and provide an array of products and services. Examples of
this changing economy range from BioCurious, a members-run and free-to-use bio lab, to the peer-to-peer lending
platform Lending Club, to the remarkable Khan Academy, a free online-teaching service. These engaged and
innovative pioneers are filling gaps and doing the seemingly impossible by reinventing business, education, medicine,
banking, government, and even scientific research. Based on extensive research into current trends, she travelsto a
socialstructed future and depicts an exciting vision of tomorrow.

From BooklistGorhis, a futurist and consultant, describes a new era she calls |dquo;social structing,rdgquo; in which
individuals use technology and the collective intelligence of alarge group of people, their social network, to take on
jobs previously done by big businesses and organizations. She cites the values in these networks, including open
collaboration, independence, and the ability of anyoneto rise to an endeavor. The author observes that
Idguo;empowered by computing and communication technol ogies that have been steadily building village-like
networks on a global scale, we are infusing more and more of our economic transactions with social
connections.rdquo; She offers chapters describing how socia structing will impact education, government, scientific
research, and health. Gorbis suggests that young people need to develop new skills and capabilities for this self-driven
and self-directed world with resources and content available on personal devices to increasingly acquire more
knowledge and consume more rich content, or they will be left behind. Thisis athought-provoking, excellent book for
awide range of library patrons. --Mary WhaleyUnknown"There's no better futurist to learn from today than Marina
Gorbis, who taps her vast social network of innovators and researchers for the biggest, most disruptive ideas that are
changing how we work, solve problems and create value today. This book is athrilling and insight-packed guide to
harnessing the power of the new social economy. It's full of compelling stories and practical lessons from on-the-
ground visionaries who are inventing the future as we speak. This book will help you see the next century clearly --
and maybe even turn you into one of the amazing Social Structers who are changing what's possible for the rest of us."
(Jane McGonigal, author of Reality Is Broken )ldquo;Challenginghellip; well worth reading and considering.rdquo;
(Kirkus s)"Marina Gorbisisthe only futurist I know capable of explaining and connecting phenomena such as
aternative currency, deliberative democracy, bio-citizenry, and socialstructs - al in alanguage that even a CEO can
understand. Thisis the context that companies and organizations of all kinds need to thrive in the emerging social
landscape." (Douglas Rushkoff, author of Present Shock and Program or Be Programmed. )"Marina Gorbis's book The
Nature of the Future reminds me of one of my favorite Einstein quotes. "Y ou can't solve a problem from the same
consciousness that created it. Y ou must learn to see the world anew." This book outlines the new ways to rethink the
social structures of the world. Every participant in this global reality needs to read this book." (Tiffany Shlain,
Filmmaker Founder of The Webby Awards)"We can now begin to see that the most important long term effect of
computers and the Internet are the ways these tools enable people to do things together in entirely new ways. Large
and small groups all over the world are using collaborative, digitally mediated methods of "socialstructing” to amplify
and reinvent money, scientific discovery, governance, education. Marina Gorbis experience as Executive Director of
Institute for the Future positions her perfectly to foresee and forecast the emerging social economies that are already
changing the way people get things done together. You'll learn alot from this book. More importantly, you'll gain a
powerful new lensfor seeing what is really going on around us." (Howard Rheingold )"Marina has just published a
compelling, provocative, and grounded book about how technology is enabling individuals to connect with one
another to follow their passions and get stuff done, outside of large corporations, governments, and the other



institutions that typically rule our lives. Marina callsit "sociastructing.” | call it making the future better than the
present." (David Pescovitz Boing Boing) "There's no better futurist to learn from today than Marina Gorbis, who taps
her vast social network of innovators and researchers for the biggest, most disruptive ideas that are changing how we
work, solve problems and create value today. This book is athrilling and insight-packed guide to harnessing the power
of the new social economy. It's full of compelling stories and practical lessons from on-the-ground visionaries who are
inventing the future as we speak. This book will help you see the next century clearly -- and maybe even turn you into
one of the amazing Socia Structers who are changing what's possible for the rest of us." (Jane McGonigal, author of
Reality Is Broken)ldquo;Challenginghellip; well worth reading and considering.rdquo; (Kirkus s)"Marina Gorbisisthe
only futurist I know capable of explaining and connecting phenomena such as alternative currency, deliberative
democracy, bio-citizenry, and socialstructs - al in alanguage that even a CEO can understand. Thisis the context that
companies and organizations of all kinds need to thrive in the emerging social landscape.” (Douglas Rushkoff, author
of Present Shock and Program or Be Programmed.)"Marina Gorbis's book The Nature of the Future reminds me of one
of my favorite Einstein quotes. "Y ou can't solve a problem from the same consciousness that created it. Y ou must
learn to see the world anew." This book outlines the new ways to rethink the social structures of the world. Every
participant in this global reality needs to read this book." (Tiffany Shlain, Filmmaker Founder of The Webby
Awards)"We can now begin to see that the most important long term effect of computers and the Internet are the ways
these tools enabl e people to do things together in entirely new ways. Large and small groups all over the world are
using collaborative, digitally mediated methods of "socialstructing” to amplify and reinvent money, scientific
discovery, governance, education. Marina Gorbis' experience as Executive Director of Institute for the Future positions
her perfectly to foresee and forecast the emerging social economies that are already changing the way people get
things done together. You'll learn alot from this book. More importantly, you'll gain a powerful new lens for seeing
what isreally going on around us." (Howard Rheingold)"Marina has just published a compelling, provocative, and
grounded book about how technology is enabling individuals to connect with one another to follow their passions and
get stuff done, outside of large corporations, governments, and the other institutions that typically rule our lives.
Marina callsit "sociastructing." | call it making the future better than the present." (David Pescovitz Boing Boing)



