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Change the World  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
How To Be Great At Doing Good: Why Results Are What Count and How Smart Charity Can Change the World: 

8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. wordy, good for audiobook format, not much new for those who are 
already familiar with effective altruismBy SauliusSimcikasI agree with all the statements in the book wholeheartedly 
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and passionately. However, as someone who already understands effective altruism, I found almost nothing new here, 
just some examples I can use when arguing about charities. I guess I was not part of the target audience though.What 
is more, the book is very wordy: same simple thoughts are repeated many times, book contains too many irrelevant 
details. E. g. long stories of charity founders, unrelated to any points; half of page describing author's skiing 
experience just to make an unnecessary analogy.I see that this book is now available as audiobook. I think this is 
exactly the kind of book that should be consumed by listening, because it doesn't require much attention, so that's my 
recommended format. I can't comment on quality of the reader though because I purchased the kindle version..1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. I took away many wonderful points from the examples in this 
bookmdash;but perhaps the ...By Phil LI took away many wonderful points from the examples in this bookmdash;but 
perhaps the greatest of all is the power that each of us has. I never realized how many lives are at stake and how many 
children or animals I could save. People are giving money to organizations without wondering how much of my 
money is actually going to the cause. Rather than giving based on a story and my psychological biases, Irsquo;ve 
learned concrete ways to measure my donation.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Inspiring, Effective, 
EducationalBy Melissa S.I found myself doing a lot of highlighting throughout the book on my Kindle reader, 
therersquo;s a lot of great quotes throughout it. I can see people having very different reactions to this book, some 
people may be offended by it, but I personally was very inspired by it. It made me excited to donate more and 
volunteer more, because it made me realize how much I can change the world if I am just smart about it.

Get ready to question everything yoursquo;ve been told about charity, and to find out how you can truly succeed at 
making the world a better place. Many of us donate to charitable causes, and millions more work or volunteer for non-
profit organizations. Yet virtually none of us have been taught what it means to succeed at doing good, let alone how 
to do so. In short, wersquo;ve never been encouraged to treat charity with the seriousness and rigor it deserves. How to 
be Great at Doing Good is a complacency-shattering guidebook for anyone who wants to actually change the world, 
whether as a donor, a volunteer, or a non-profit staffer.nbsp; Drawing on eye-opening studies in psychology and 
human behavior, surprising interviews with philanthropy professionals, and the authorrsquo;s fifteen years of 
experience founding and managing top-rated non-profits, this book is an essential read for anyone who wants to do 
more good with their time and money. Find out how Bill Gates and a team of MIT grads are saving thousands of lives 
by applying business principles to charity work ndash; and how we can too Peer inside our brains as we donate, and 
discover how the same chemical forces that make us crave junk food and sex can steer us toward bad charity decisions 
See why following our passion and doing what wersquo;re good at can actually doom our efforts to improve the world 
Learn how two seemingly identical charities can have jaw-dropping differences in impact, and find out how to pick the 
best one when donating Sure to generate controversy among non-profits and philanthropists who prefer business as 
usual, How to be Great at Doing Good reveals that a more calculated, effective approach to charity work isnrsquo;t 
just possible ndash; itrsquo;s absolutely necessary for those who want to succeed at changing the world.nbsp;

Brendan Kennelly wrote, lsquo;If you want to serve your age, betray it.rsquo; But what does it mean to betray your 
age? It means expose its lies, humiliate its conceits, debunk its arrogance, and question its certainties. Nick Cooney 
does this exquisitely. I would like his book to be in every school library and private bookshelf. But most importantly, I 
would like his words to be inscribed on the hearts of everyone who looks at the face in the mirror each morning and 
resolves to do all they can to make life better for the powerless. I am full of admiration for this young 
man.rdquo;ndash; Philip Wollen, retired Vice-President, Citibanknbsp; ldquo;Too often, charity makes us feel good 
but fails to do good. This timely, thoughtful book shows how our contributions can make a bigger 
difference.rdquo;ndash; Adam Grant, Wharton professor and New York Times bestselling author of Give and Take: 
Why Helping Others Drives Our Successnbsp; ldquo;Nick Cooney is greatnbsp;at explaining How To Be Great at 
Doing Goodnbsp;and I hope his book will be widely read.nbsp; Even more important, though, is that its key ideas 
should be widely practiced. Then the results will be great too - and Cooney and I agree that is what matters 
most.rdquo;ndash; Peter Singer, Ira W. DeCamp Professor of Bioethics at Princeton University, author of The Most 
Good You Can Do, and one of TIME Magazinersquo;s 100 most influential peoplenbsp; ldquo;Doing good is 
something we could all get better at. This book is the blueprint. Nick Cooney uses the same tools we use at OkCupid 
ndash; math, logic, and analysis ndash; but to an end that could benefit us all. If you're serious about making the world 
a better place, start here.rdquo;ndash; Christian Rudder, Co-Founder of OKCupid, and author of Dataclysm: Who We 
Are When We Think No Onersquo;s Lookingnbsp; ldquo;Impeccably written and extremely insightful. With 
eloquence and expressiveness, Cooney gives us a practical guide to examining our charitable efforts, measuring their 
efficiency, and maximizing their and our impact. If yoursquo;ve ever felt you could do more to make the world a 
better place, this book is for you.rdquo;ndash; Shushana Castle, Securities Specialist, Sovereign Investments, and 
former Board member of the Clinton Climate Initiativenbsp; "For anyone looking to make the world a better place, I 
highly recommend considering the arguments presented in How to be Great at Doing Good. We're accustomed to 
trying to get the most for our money, but donating is the area where this principle is perhaps most important and least 



appreciated."ndash; Holden Karnofsky, Co-Founder and Co-Executive Director, GiveWell.orgnbsp; ldquo;Do you 
know that some charitable programs and organizations are thousands of times more effective than others (and not just 
because there are scams)? If you want to know whorsquo;s doing the most good, this book will give you the tools to 
make accurate assessments. If you want to get the most bang for your buck, this book will show you the 
way.rdquo;ndash; John Robbins, author of Diet For A New America, and President of The Food Revolution 
Networknbsp; "Giving money to a social cause isn't merely a donation to charity; it's an investment. It won't yield a 
financial dividend, but the return-on-investment comes in the form of the kind of social change the investor wants to 
affect. Nick Cooney helps such philanthropists decide how they can get the biggest bang for their donated buck in this 
very worthwhile and clearly-written book. Anyone interested in using their financial resources to help make the world 
a better place will be better off for reading it."ndash; Paul Shapiro, Vice President, the Humane Society of the United 
Statesnbsp; "This book will challenge everything you've ever been told about what it means to do good. Whether you 
work or volunteer at a non-profit, or just donate to one, this book is going to change the way you think about charity. 
Most importantly, it's going to leave you with the power to make an even bigger impact on the world."ndash; William 
MacAskill, Founder and Director, The Centre for Effective Altruism, and author of Doing Good Betternbsp; 
ldquo;Wow, this is such a great bookhellip;Don't waste another dollar or a moment of your time chasing wistful 
dreams; get focused and make the profound difference you long to see by reading (and enacting) Cooney's brilliant 
thesis.rdquo;ndash; Kathy Freston, New York Times bestselling author of Quantum Wellness and The LeanFrom the 
Inside FlapGet ready to question everything you've been told about charity, and to find out how you can truly succeed 
at making the world a better place. Many of us donate to charitable causes, and millions more work or volunteer for 
non-profit organizations. Yet virtually none of us have been taught what it means to succeed at doing good, let alone 
how to do so. In short, we've never been encouraged to treat charity with the seriousness and rigor it deserves. How to 
Be Great at Doing Good is a complacency-shattering guidebook for anyone who wants to actually change the world, 
whether as a donor, a volunteer, or a non-profit staffer. Drawing on eye-opening studies in psychology and human 
behavior, surprising interviews with philanthropy professionals, and the author's fifteen years of experience founding 
and managing top-rated non-profits, this book is an essential read for anyone who wants to do more good with their 
time and money. Find out how Bill Gates and a team of MIT grads are saving thousands of lives by applying business 
principles to charity workmdash;and how we can too Peer inside our brains as we donate, and discover how the same 
chemical forces that make us crave junk food and sex can steer us toward bad charity decisions See why standard 
charity advicemdash;like the encouragement to follow our passion or to do what we're good atmdash;can actually 
doom our efforts to make the world a better place Learn how two seemingly identical charities can have jaw-dropping 
differences in impact, and find out how to pick the best one when donating Although it may feel counterintuitive or 
even cold-hearted to take a numbers-based approach to charity, Cooney reveals that making calculated decisions isn't 
just possible, it's absolutely necessary if we want to succeed at helping others. Sure to generate controversy among 
non-profits and philanthropists who prefer business as usual, How to Be Great at Doing Good is a must-have guide for 
those who want to be aware of their own blind spots and overcome the obstacles that stand in the way of creating a 
better world.From the Back CoverPRAISE FOR HOW TO BE GREAT AT DOING GOOD "Brendan Kennelly wrote, 
'If you want to serve your age, betray it.' But what does it mean to betray your age? It means expose its lies, humiliate 
its conceits, debunk its arrogance, and question its certainties. Nick Cooney does this exquisitely. I would like his book 
to be in every school library and private bookshelf. But most importantly, I would like his words to be inscribed on the 
hearts of everyone who looks at the face in the mirror each morning and resolves to do all they can to make life better 
for the powerless. I am full of admiration for this young man." mdash;Philip Wollen, retired vice-president, Citibank 
and founder of the Winsome Constance Kindness Trust "Too often, charity makes us feel good but fails to do good. 
This timely, thoughtful book shows how our contributions can make a bigger difference." mdash;Adam Grant, 
Wharton professor and New York Times bestselling author of Give and Take: Why Helping Others Drives Our 
Success "Nick Cooney is great at explaining How to Be Great at Doing Good and I hope his book will be widely read. 
Even more important, though, is that its key ideas should be widely practiced. Then the results will be great 
toomdash;and Cooney and I agree that is what matters most." mdash;Peter Singer, Ira W. DeCamp Professor of 
Bioethics at Princeton University, author of The Most Good You Can Do, and one of TIME Magazine's 100 most 
influential people "Doing good is something we could all get better at. This book is the blueprint. Nick Cooney uses 
the same tools we use at OkCupidmdash;math, logic, and analysismdash;but to an end that could benefit us all. If 
you're serious about making the world a better place, start here." mdash;Christian Rudder, co-founder of OKCupid, 
and author of Dataclysm: Who We Are When We Think No One's Looking "Impeccably written and extremely 
insightful. With eloquence and expressiveness, Cooney gives us a practical guide to examining our charitable efforts, 
measuring their efficiency, and maximizing their and our impact. If you've ever felt you could do more to make the 
world a better place, this book is for you." mdash;Shushana Castle, securities specialist, Sovereign Investments, and 
former board member of the Clinton Climate Initiative 


