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Michael Gates Gill : How Starbucks Saved My Life: A Son of Privilege Learns to Live Like Everyone Else 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised How Starbucks Saved 
My Life: A Son of Privilege Learns to Live Like Everyone Else: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Inspiring Novel About Starting a New Chapter Late in LifeBy C. 
CohenA friend of mine recommended this book to me as a real "pick me up." As a middle-aged person, I found 
Michael's story to be moving, inspiring, yet a genuine accounting of how, at age 60-something, he was willing to 
change his attitude to create a new life.It's a page turner, not because of an in-depth plot, but because Michael himself 
is a character that draws you in with his positive attitude about hard-hitting events in his life that would demoralize 
most people, but that he uses to turn himself around. Because he's willing to take a job serving people at Starbucks, 
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and because he's willing to open his mind and heart to a new (simplier and more humble) way of life, he demonstrates 
how others of us might choose to do the same.Unlike cheery "you can achieve if you believe" self-help books, this 
novel shows how a real guy fell off his high horse, dusted himself off, and learned to appreciate walking on his own 
two feet. Instead of feeling sorry for himself, the leading character accepts his own flaws and chooses to learn from 
those experiences and build a new life that is better because he CHOOSES to become a better man. I loved it. 
Inspiring. Moving. A tale that can be deeply appreciated in these hard economic times, where many more will be 
thrown into a similar circumstance.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An Enjoyable ReadBy beryl 
byrdAs a Starbucks partner of about the same age as MGG was when the book was written, I could empathize and 
identify with much of his situation. Starbucks has been a wonderful and welcoming experience and it was fun to 
compare my story with his.The only reason I didn't give it 5 stars was because the writing was somewhat "elementary" 
and his continued referencing to his former life got a little tiresome.But, an enjoyable, quick read.0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. A very good read and inspiringBy FionaI was inspired by this book. Perhaps he harps a 
bit much on his posh, posh background. But we all stumble in life and to be humble enough to work in a Starbucks 
after a successful career, realise that what he may have thought were dead-end menial jobs were not as easy as they 
look, and that he had lots to learn from these new people in his life, I found remarkable and quite inspiring. Most of 
all, it's very well written and a breeze to get through. Was left wanting more.

Now in paperback, the national bestselling riches-to-rags true story of an advertising executive who had it all, then lost 
it allmdash;and was finally redeemed by his new job, and his twenty-eight-year-old boss, at Starbucks. In his fifties, 
Michael Gates Gill had it all: a mansion in the suburbs, a wife and loving children, a six-figure salary, and an Ivy 
League education. But in a few short years, he lost his job, got divorced, and was diagnosed with a brain tumor. With 
no money or health insurance, he was forced to get a job at Starbucks. Having gone from power lunches to scrubbing 
toilets, from being served to serving, Michael was a true fish out of water. But fate brings an unexpected teacher into 
his life who opens his eyes to what living well really looks like. The two seem to have nothing in common: She is a 
young African American, the daughter of a drug addict; he is used to being the boss but reports to her now. For the 
first time in his life he experiences being a member of a minority trying hard to survive in a challenging new job. He 
learns the value of hard work and humility, as well as what it truly means to respect another person. Behind the scenes 
at one of Americarsquo;s most intriguing businesses, an inspiring friendship is born, a family begins to heal, and, 
thanks to his unlikely mentor, Michael Gill at last experiences a sense of self-worth and happiness he has never known 
before.Watch a QuickTime trailer for this book.


