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Lesley Rosenthal : Good Counsel: Meeting the Legal Needs of Nonprofits  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Good Counsel: Meeting the Legal Needs of Nonprofits: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Finally....By Jeff B. SultanofIf anyone has the credentials to write a 
book like this one, it is counselor Rosenthal. Her extensive experience both in the private sector and in non-profit 
settings makes her uniquely qualified to write a book dealing with the legal issues and challenges of non-profit 
organizations.Ms. Rosenthal covers the gamut of issues likely to be encountered, such as corporate law, contracts, 
compensation of management, mission statements, copyrights, licensing, boards of directors, minutes of meetings, 
fundraising, trademark law and even government lobbying.While it is written for lawyers and students (there are focus 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B006N7RM3M


questions and and work plans at the end of most chapters), this book can be read by just about anyone who is involved 
or may wish to be involved in such organizations. The writing style is easy to understand; the author clearly explains 
her ideas in simple language.The book has a companion website where additional information can be found.Ms. 
Rosenthal has both good counsel and common sense in abundance. This book should be in the offices of every non-
profit organization in the world. I dare you to put it down once you start reading it!1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Indispensible resource for non-profits to understand and address their legal needs! Highly 
recommended.By James SchmelingImportant and useful book on legal counsel needs of non-profits, and more 
important, how to meet those needs. Well written, by a clear subject matter expert. I've listened to Lesley Rosenthal 
speak on the topic as well, which she does very well, and from an informed perspective. The law students who were 
listening were enthralled by the opportunities presented by this area of practice being far more expansive than they had 
imagined.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Good Counsel - Meeting the Needs of not for profitsBy 
karen kolodnyLesley Rosenthal's book "Good Counsel" is a "must-have" for anyone interested in becoming 
knowledgeable about the many aspects of running a not-for-profit. Whether you are an Executive Director of a small 
organization that cannot afford full time legal counsel, or a young lawyer wanting to do pro-bono work for a not-for-
profit but not sure what the areas of law might be, this book covers every area of law that not-for-profits address.The 
book is clear and concise. Each chapter has a "Work Plan" so that the reader can obtain immediate assistance in 
implementing what they learned in the book. I highly recommend the book and the companion website to everyone 
wanting to get a grasp of the complexities of running not-for-profits. "Good Counsel" will be the treatise for not-for-
profit law for many years to come!!

A concise overview of the legal needs of nonprofit organizations Good Counsel is a compact and personable overview 
of the legal needs of nonprofits, crafted by one of America's most astute nonprofit general counsels. The book distills 
the legal needs of the 1.8 million tax-exempt organizations in the United States.Written in a clear and accessible style, 
with plenty of humor and storytelling as well as illustrative case studies, Good Counsel explains the basics of 
nonprofit corporate law, governance, and the tax exemption. It then takes a department-by-department look at legal 
topics relevant to program, fundraising, finance, communications, human resources, operations, contracts, government 
relations, and more. Good Counsel is designed help organizations fulfill their missions to do the public good. Designed 
to impart confidence and demystify the issues, Good Counsel is a must-read for nonprofit professionals and board 
members as well as lawyers and law students. Using Good Counsel as their playbook, lawyers, executives, and 
trustees can get an overview of the most common legal, governance, and compliance issues facing their organization 
and together ramp up a top-notch legal function. Contains practice pointers, checklists, and assessment tools Features 
sample contracts, licenses, and other form documents Filled with case studies and end-of-chapter focus questions, as 
well as available lesson plans for easy classroom use by educators in business, management, public policy, and law 
schools Good Counsel is the first-of-its-kind guidebook written by the sitting General Counsel of a major nonprofit. 
Written by influential author, speaker, and Bar leader Lesley Rosenthal, the General Counsel of Lincoln Center for the 
Performing Arts, Good Counsel shares the insights of a Harvard Law School graduate with years of in-house and 
business law experience as well as board service.


