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From Stanford University Press : Frontiers of Commodity Chain Research  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Frontiers of Commodity Chain Research: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Excellent Review of Commodity Chain Literature, and MoreBy 
CustomerI am very excited about this book. It pertains directly to my current research, and lays out several (one by 
Bair, one by Sturgeon, and one by Gereffi) histories (geneologies, if you will), of Global Commodity [Value?] Chain 
literature. All of the contributions to this work are pertinent, and really do stand on the cutting edge of GCC/GVC 
research. I would recommend this book to anyone interested in learning more about global commodity chain research 
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and theory.

Extending the frontiers of commodity chain research, this distinctive volume includes original work from major 
figures in sociology, history, geography, and labor studies. It underscores the wide and interdisciplinary appeal of 
chain approaches for analyzing the economic, social, and political dimensions of international trade and production 
networks. Commodity chain analysis sheds light on the political and ecological implications of economic globalization 
and on how activists in pursuit of social justice, workers' rights, and environmental protection can use it. Following a 
substantive review of literature in the field, the collection goes on to examine theoretical and methodological debates 
over how to conduct research on global commodity and value chains, how power is exercised through these chains, 
and how global economic activities are coordinated across space. The result is a rich and unusually coherent volume 
that demonstrates how commodity and value chain analysis is informing contemporary research in a variety of fields.

"This exciting collection moves the decade-old commodity chain research into new frontiers and insights. The 
masterful introduction is followed by multifaceted explorations of old and vital new areas of the global economy, from 
produce to electronics. The contributions are as theoretically exciting as the implications are doleful." (Charles 
Perrow)"[T]he book laudably represents the broad specter of research questions that can be asked and answered 
through chain-inspired thinkinga tribute to the free use of the chain construct with no disciplinary imperialism 
attached." (Niels Fold)"Jennifer Bair has brought together a very stimulating collection of theoretical and empirical 
essays on this highly important approach for understanding the immense changes occurring in the global economy. 
This should be a key book for researchers and policy-makers alike." (Peter Dicken University of Manchester)About 
the AuthorJennifer Bair is Assistant Professor of Sociology at the University of Colorado at Boulder. 


