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Saskia Sassen : Cities in a World Economy: Volume 4 (Sociology for a New Century Series)  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Cities in a World Economy: Volume 4 
(Sociology for a New Century Series): 

9 of 9 people found the following review helpful. New sections, same ideasBy Timothy D. HotzeSassen has 
extensively updated the book to include both new 'nodes' in her world cities project, such as Istanbul, and to cover 
some of the effects of the global financial crisis.She summarizes the work of her career in more of a 'textbook' format 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00EUHFJ00


than her academic writing. Unfortunately, while her journal articles are clearly written, Cities in a World Economy 
ends up feeling very repetitive, as she continually makes the same points again and again as she tries to 'dumb down' 
her work. The end result is that she makes a lot of very similar sounding statements about her work and the theory 
behind it. She may have come to the conclusions from a lot of hard work, but it ends up coming out the same.This 
book is good if you only are using it as a reference (she cites a rich variety of research), or assigning a chapter or two 
to get a 'sense' of the global cities idea to a class, but it isn't a good book to read in its entirety. It's less specific than 
her actual research, and the writing is much less clear.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy 
Craig BarhamSatisfied1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Three StarsBy erik Castilloinformative book, 
but is difficult to understand right away.

The Fourth Edition of Cities in a World Economy shows how certain characteristics of flows of money, information, 
and people have led to the emergence of a new social formation: global cities, new types of migrations, financial 
crises, environmental catastrophes, and the multiplication of communication technologies. These developments give 
new meaning to such fixtures of urban sociology as the centrality of place and the importance of geography in our 
social world.

"The third edition of the book tries to show how certain characteristics of our turn-of-the-millenium flows of money, 
information, and people have led to the emergence of new social formation global cities. These developments give 
new meaning to such fixtures of urban sociology as the centrality of place and the importance of geography in the 
social world." -- APADE "The third edition of the book tries to show how certain characteristics of our turn-of-the-
millenium flows of money, information, and people have led to the emergence of new social formation global cities. 
These developments give new meaning to such fixtures of urban sociology as the centrality of place and the 
importance of geography in the social world." (APADE 2006-12-05)About the AuthorSaskia Sassen is the Robert S. 
Lynd Professor of Sociology and Co-Chair, The Committee on Global Thought, Columbia University 
(www.saskiasassen.com). She is the author of Territory, Authority, Rights: From Medieval to Global Assemblages 
(Princeton 2008), A Sociology of Globalization (WWNorton 2007), the edited Deciphering the Globa: Its Spaces, 
Scales and Subjects (Routledge 2007), and The Global City. Her books have been translated into 22 languages. She is 
the editor of the volume on urban sustainability in the new 14-volume Encyclopedia of Life-Systems being (Oxford: 
EOLSS (2006), for which she coordinated a network of researchers and activists in thirty countries. 


